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GT Biology

2010-2011
Mrs. Alyson Donoghue
Class Guidelines 

Be prepared for class
Bring textbook, paper, pen, pencil, lab book and notebook/binder.  We will be using colored pencils, glue, scissors, ruler, and calculator at various times.  Be sure to bring them when indicated.
Leaving class

You will always fill out a pass in your agenda book in order to leave class after I sign it.  Discretion must be used as not to disturb the class/lesson.  For a 50 min. class, it should be an emergency need only.

Late and Absent reminders

Present your pass to me when late.  You have 2 classes to present an absent note.  Only excused absences give reason for make-up work, whether it was due the day you were absent or assigned. See a classmate’s objective sheet upon your return or see me. 20 min. late to class is reported as an absence.
Your Assignments

Your assignments are always given sufficient time to be completed.  I do not accept late work!  This means NO grade….not a reduced grade.  You are responsible for reading as assigned.  Homeworks and reading may be included on quizzes and tests or checked orally in class.   I always have extra credit questions or a special task to include in labs and other activities.  No other extra credit is given. 

Your Notebook

I do not collect notebooks.  You are responsible to keep an organized notebook.  I will be glad to help.  I suggest a 3 ring binder and keeping papers in chronological order rather then by assignment type.

Your Lab book

You will need a composition book with quad rules pages (graph paper). You will write lab reports and keep various notes in this book.  It will be collected for each lab.  This is a very important part of this class.  Take care of your lab book….neat, clean…do not loose it.
The Science Dept. purchases these in bulk to reduce cost.  Please bring $ ________ if you prefer to get it from MTH.

Science Project
Investigating a specific scientific topic to present an experiment, report and display is a requirement for the GT Biology classes.  These projects will start in Sept.  This project will be a class project with students finalizing research, experimenting and creating a display as a lab group.  The best of the best will be displayed at our first Science Expo!
Grading:  
 I grade GT Biology on a Cumulative system.  That means you have total possible point for a quarter and your grade is your points divided by the total possible points x 100.    Example:  You could have earned 1000 pts, but earned 870. Your grade would be  870/1000 x 100= 87%. Total HW will not count more than 10%.  
I use Snapgrades, an online reporting system.   You will be given directions to log on to keep up with grades, e-mail me and check all of your classes that participate.
Point are generally divided in this range: 
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Scale

 

Assessments=
100-200

89.5-100 
A


Labs=  

50-150

79.5-89.4
B


Homework

10-30

           69.5-79.4
C


Quizzes

20-50

           59.5-69.4
D









Below 59.4
E
Class Presentations, calendar, internet links, review activites, HW and other info.

Visit:  http://adonoghue.weebly.com   

Everything you need to know for class and more is available here. There is also a link to snapgrades.
Policies

I follow all policies of the county and school. You should be familiar with these. 

You know the rules and will be held accountable for your actions. I do not give warnings. Your first consequence will be detention, followed by phone calls home and referrals.

Be on time with attendance, your work, and especially make-up work.


Be prepared each day with your text, notebook, and pen.


Be respectful of others, your teacher, the classroom and yourself.


Be well rested and fed because we do not eat, drink, or sleep in this class.


Be honest because dishonesty is inexcusable.

Be polite and mature because inappropriate language and behavior isn’t tolerated.
County Assessment and HSA

This class is a State Assessed class.  This means that you will be taking a test given by the state in May.  You must pass this test in order to fulfill a graduation requirement. To prepare, there is a Howard County Assessment given each quarter.  These scores are included in your class grade and are reported to the County.  There has been a correlation to success on these assessments and the state.  Be sure to prepare for all assessments as indicated in class. Rest and eat a good breakfast on these days.  Cramming info the night before is rarely beneficial.  For the HSA(High School Assessment) there will be additions help/review sessions after school.

Extra help/contact/Parents

You are always encouraged to come in for extra help after school if needed. 

Make arrangements with me. Please e-mail with any question, concern or comments at alyson_donoghue@hcpss.org. Parents can use this also.  I look forward to meeting Parents At Back to School night  Sept. 16, 2010.   I hope you can come by and visit. 

I have read and fully understand the guidelines for this GT Biology class 2010-11.
(please print and initial)

_______________________________________Student

_______________________________________Parent/Guardian
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